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Editor’s note: 

Hello everybody, this is your new editor here.  Just to you let you all know that I’m in Scotland right now, putting this month’s copy of the Echoes together, so please bear with me as I don’t have all the necessary tools up and running on my computer yet, to produce the quality newspaper you are so used to getting from your previous editor, Janet Robertson. I’m working on my laptop with the bare necessities just trying to launch the Echoes for the New Year. This one will be short and sweet just to get things going. Oh yeah, I have also installed Secretary Nancy Wigley as my assistant editor. 

December Business Meeting: (Meetings held every 2nd Friday of every month at Dick’s Restaurant, Alvarado St, San Leandro.  All are welcome.  Next meeting Jan 12th at 8 pm.)
Not too much to report on last month’s meeting apart from the fact that the New Officers were installed, four new members were installed and we enjoyed our fish and chips!  

Our President for 2007 is Ian Robertson and Ian Myles will take over the role of Treasurer.  The Vice President’s position is still vacant, so if anyone would like to volunteer his or her time for this position, please contact Ian Robertson.  Ian Myles will also take on the role as Historian as well as being a Trustee.  We have some new names for the Sick Committee and they are Jacqueline Ritchie and Janet Robertson.  And we have a new Editor – that’s me – Alan Wigley.  All other positions are still held by the same people. 

The new members installed were John and Charlotte Houston, Kenny Lawrence and Alan Wigley.  We wish them all the best for their future years with the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland.

It was decided to hold our Burns Supper at Dick’s Restaurant on the 24th February, so keep that night free.  The PBFSCO Burns Supper will be held on the 27th January, and it was voted that the Society would buy eight tickets for this event.

Happy Birthday to You!

This month’s birthday wishes go to –

Sean Collins – 1st January

Dorothy Mackay Collins – 10th January
Happy Birthday and Best Wishes from the 

St Andrew’s Society of Oakland

Weather:
It’s actually not been as cold as I thought it was going to be on my return to Scotland. The weather has been remarkably mild for January. The exception to this was Hogmany. It really was an evil night; gale force winds with horizontal rain. The Forth Road Bridge was closed to all traffic and the now famous Edinburgh New Year celebrations were called off at around 9.00pm on Hogmany. (Note: Edinburgh was the last to call off; Glasgow, Liverpool, Belfast, Newcastle and Stirling all cancelled much earlier to make sure there were no problems with early arrivals.)

This being Scotland, the warmer weather is being treated with the utmost suspicion! “It’s aw you folks frae the USA’s fault, causing aw this global warming. It wis far better when we had the ice and snaw”

Sport:

Football

The big news during my vacation has been the goings on at Ibrox. Those of you that follow football will, I am sure, be aware that “The Frenchman” has gone after a wee chat with Sir David Murray. This happened after Le Guen had stripped the captaincy from Barry Ferguson then told him he would not play for the 1st team as long as he was manager. As you can imagine the local media were all over this one. I will not bore you with all the headlines but there was one that caught my eye in the Scottish Daily Mirror – “Paul Le Goner” – says it all really!!! 
Meanwhile, Celtic sits with a 17-point lead and is cruising effortlessly to another SPL title. Not surprisingly, The Celtic manager, Gordon Strachan, took the opportunity to add a little bit of salt to the wound by stating that Celtic really were not playing that well and he was looking to fix that!!!

Entertainment:

Young Scottish talent hitting the big screen…. for a second time.
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Katie Leung and Daniel Radcliffe aka Harry Potter

New upcoming Scottish actor Katie Leung will appear for the second time in the Harry Potter motion picture series. She will continue to play Cho Chang in the Order of the Phoenix, set to be released this coming summer. This young Scottish actor is already starting to make a name for herself on the big screen, and she only has two Harry Potter credits to her name. 

Katie Liu Leung was born in Scotland to Peter and Kar Wai Li Leung, who are now divorced. She lives at home with her father, two brothers and one sister. She is currently attending one of Scotland's most prestigious private schools, Hamilton College.

Katie's father saw an advertisement for a casting call and suggested Katie try out. Katie objected when she saw the length of the line at the casting auditions and said she'd rather go shopping. She waited for a total of 4 hours, before she got in. In the next two weeks, she got called in for a workshop and from then on, she got the part as Cho Chang. She had auditioned against 3,000 other girls for the role. 

DVD news!!

Still Game Series 1-5 box set out now.  With the conclusion of the 5th season, the much-anticipated box set is out now. There is talk that season 5 will be the last season, with the usual New Year’s special that took place on Hogmany. A huge hit on Scottish television, and your Editor is a massive fan. If Christmas were still yet to come, I’d say it would make a great gift. 
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Fun and Games:

An American was going for a job interview in the Scottish countryside and on the way out he asked a local farmer for directions: 
“Excuse me dude could you possibly tell me the quickest way to London?” 
The farmer said: “You driving or walking, lad?” 
The American replied: “Driving.” 
The farmer nodded, saying:
“Yup, definitely the quickest way”
LOL!! Love the simple ones. Couldn’t stop laughing at that one.

Name the Scot: (A little trivia game I thought everybody might enjoy.) 

Each month I will give clues about a Scottish actor, musician, sportsman, etc. It’s simple…. Name the Scot. The answer will be provided in the following issue.)

To start off - here’s an easy one….

· born in Crieff, Scotland.

· attended Kirkcaldy College in 1988 
· is a humanitarian 
· a keen motorcyclist since his youth
· is a casual supporter of St Johnstone Football Club 
· is a personal friend of Texas lead singer, Sharleen Spiteri

Since our last meeting, The Entertainment Committee held the Old Timer’s Christmas Party on the 10th December, at Nancy’s house, and a good time was had by all.  

Alas, there has been some sad news since then.  Alex Moir went into hospital on the 19th December for surgery, but sadly passed away from an unforeseen complication. 

I know, from all the members that I have met so far, Alex was truly a well-liked individual with an entertaining wit and a love for life.  I witnessed this on several occasions, especially at the annual picnics when I remember him taking part in the football games, with me rolling around laughing at his jokes!  He will be sorely missed; our monthly meetings won’t be the same without him.  Such was the presence Alex had within the society; I feel it is only fitting that the remainder of this month’s edition of the Echoes should be dedicated to his memory. His memorial was held on the 30th December at the Moose Lodge and the following is the Eulogy, which was read by our Chaplain, Sean Collins.

A TRIBUTE TO ALEX MOIR, 

MOOSE LODGE, 

DECEMBER 30, 2006

Compared to many of you who have known Alex for decades. I’ve only known him for a relatively short time.
He was the backbone, the very granite of the St. Andrew’s Society of
Oakland.
He was a skilled negotiator. Alex knew when to hold ’em, when to fold ’em, and when to walk away.
He has left a huge void, and our meetings will not be the same without him.
He will be deeply missed by all of us, but we are all the better for having
known him.
One measure of the impact a person’s life had on us is the attendance at
their final service. Anyone would have to agree that your presence this
morning is testament to the love and respect we all have for Alex.
I liked Alex the very first time I met him at a St. Andrew’s Society of
Oakland meeting, and I had no doubt that he always liked me. That’s a very
nice memory to have of anyone.
Alex was born in Glasgow, Scotland 74 years ago. He immigrated to Canada
prior to coming to the U.S.
He was a professional soccer player before becoming a painter.
A member of the Caledonian Club of San Francisco for over 25 years.
A member and Past President of St. Andrew’s Society of Oakland for 40
years.
Alex was a hail-fellow, well met, a raconteur as well as a bon vivant.
He had an engaging personality that endeared him to all.
In the book of Genesis each day of creation ends with the phrase, “Evening
came and morning followed.” We are now in the evening, but tomorrow will be a new day and life will go on just as Alex would have wanted.
This service today is a reminder that in the course of life our own time will
come all too soon.
Alex’s grandfather immigrated to Scotland from Armagh, Ireland.
In closing, I’d like to leave you with the Gaelic Blessing:
May the roads rise up with you,
And the wind be always at your back;
May the rain fall softly upon your fields
And the sun shine gently on your face.
And until we meet again may the good Lord hold Alex in the very hollow of His hand.
Amen!

Sean Collins
Chaplain
St. Andrew’s Society of Oakland

2007 Officers

President:
Ian Robertson


2532 Crystal Way, Antioch, CA 94531
925 755 2520


Email: irobe@comcast.net
Vice-President:
Vacant

Secretary:
Nancy Wigley


3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588
925 426 8969


Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
Ian Myles


38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560
510 797 9621


Email: ianmyles@att.net
Editor:
Alan Wigley


3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588


Email: wigleywatsit@yahoo.com
925 989 1385

Sick/Relief:
Janet Robertson


2532 Crystal Way, Antioch, CA 94531
925 755 2520


Email: janet.Robertson@usa.net

Jacqueline Ritchie


3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588
925 426 8926


Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com

Calendar of Upcoming Events:

January 12th 
Monthly St Andrew’s Meeting, 8pm 


Dick’s Restaurant, San Leandro

January 19th
Caledonian Club Burns night (men only)

January 27th
PBFSCO Burns Supper

February 24th 
St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Burns Night


Dick’s Restaurant, San Leandro







